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Adler, C. S. Eddie's Blue-Winged Dragon. Putnam's Sons, 1988. ISBN 0-399-2 I 535-2.
S13.95. 144 pp.
Eddie has just transferred to a regular school and is trying hard to be a regular kid.
He has to try hard because he has cerebral palsy which has left him wearing orthopedic
shoes, one lame hand, and a definite speech problem. Eddie has made one real friend,
Gary , and one real enemy, the school bully, Darrin. From the first, Eddie dreams of
making Darrin pay for the way Darrin makes him feel, and when Darrin takes the five
dollars Eddie has earned to buy hi s little sister a birthday present, Eddie becomes
determined to get even. And he docs get even, in an unusual way, with his sister's
birthday present.
The present is asmall elf in the window of the Treasure Shop, Gary's father's store.
Eddie's second disappointment comes when he realizes that the elf has bccn sold and so
he chooses a small, blue glass and metal dragon to take its place. Slowly Eddie realizes
that the little blue dragon has a life of its own and can grant Eddie's desires ... violent
desires that Eddie anxiously wishes he hadn't had.
Eddie doesn' t triumph in the end, but he makes a very good showing and so does
the book. It is filled with insight and gives the reader more understanding about
handicaps and the problems of those who have to endure such problems.
-Vicky M. Turner

B+
Pre+
Fict
PB

Andersen, Hans Chri stian. It' s Perfectly True. Holiday House, 1988. ISBN 0-823-30672-5.
$13.95. Unpaginated.
" 'The more I peck my feathers out, the more beautiful I become.' Thi s was said in
fun, for she was ajolly hen as well as being respectable."
So begins a horror story of goss ip and tale telling. A horror story, of course, for the
hens in the hen houses in the neighborhood. As the talc spreads, and changes and
changes, with more hens seeming to fall prey to the fatal disease of vanity, it finally
reaches the hen who originally made the statement and she does not recognize it as
coming from herself. She is de termined that the deaths will stop. If she reports it to the
newspapers , surely, other hens will not do the same thing. And so what began as one little
feather, results in the death of five hens, and a story in the newspapers that is "perfectly
true."

At first glance this story may seem too violent, but then aren't most fairy tales? The
illustrations, while gorgeous, lend to the ill us ion of violence. Children, however, are not
fooled, and enjoy the story for the silliness and the art work.
-Vicky M. Turner
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Anno, Mitsumasa. Anno's Peek-a-Boo. Philomel Books, 1987. ISBN 0-399-21520-4. $9.95.
Unpaginated.
This is the first book for very young children to be illustrated by Mitsumasa Anno.
In many respects it resembles a board book, even though it isn't one. A small pair of
hands cover 3/4 of the picture on the page and the child is led to try to guess which animal
or person is represented in the picture just by seeing the top of the head. It is well done
with simple drawings, and not the complicated ones we are used to, and although it is
meant for the very young, my ten-year-old son enjoyed it.
-Vicky M. Turner
Arnold, Terrell E. and Moorhead Kennedy. Terrorism: The New Warfare. Walker and
Company, 1988. ISBN 0-802-76757-5. $14.95. 153 pp.
With years of specialized training and experience in the diplomatic service, both
Arnold and Kennedy (who was himself an Iranian hostage) have a practical background
in dealing with terrorism. They define it, discuss its history and perpetrators including
their methods and motivation, as well as answer several frequently asked questions:
"Should we negotiate with terrorists?" and "Do terrorists succeed?" They also explore
the role of the media, of governments, and, most importantly, of each reader in
responding to terrorism.
Specific incidents (accurately recounted) and authoritative appendices supportgeneralizations and conclusions. A fourth of the book devotes itself to appendices, glossary,
bibliography (organized by articles or books), and extensive index-including a section
on government/private organizations (with addresses and annotations) to contact for
more information. Simple organization, easy-to-find headings/subheadings, and a
separate chapter for introduction and summary, aid the reader in finding information
rapidly. Black and white photos/cartoons and tables/graphs enhance the subject matter.
Of particular note is the objectivity displayed throughout the book. No emotional
reaction shows itself-simply a statement of fact-and this from a former hostage!
Terrorism, as a volume in the THINK series, accomplishes its stated purpose, to give
information about a vital issue in a provocative way that challenges readers to think.
-Eunice Broadhead
Arnosky, Jim . Come Out. Muskrats. Lothrop, 1989. ISBN 0-688-05457-9 (trade). ISBN 0688-50458-7 (lib.). $12.95. Unpaginatcd.
At the end of the day, muskrats come out. Swim. Dry off. Swim again . Race though
the lily pads. And as the rest of the animals prepare for night and rest, muskrats get ready
for a swim until dawn.
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Arnosky's soft, accurate drawings freeze the cove and its animals right in the middle
of eye-catching action. His text reveals details about muskrats and their neighbors
without interrupting the flow of life and nature that he shows the reader. And the
soothing scenes, along with the end of day, make this peek into the private world of
muskrats a perfect read-aloud for bedtime. Lovely.
-James S. Jacobs
B
4+
Fict

Auch, Mary Jane. Mom is Dating Weird Wayne. Holiday House, 1988. ISBN 0-823-407209. $12.95. 146 pp.
J enna' s life is changing in more ways than she is happy about. Her father has moved
out, remarried and moved to Colorado to live. Jenna must learn to cope with less and
less of everything because her mom is more artistic than practical and has not been able
to hold a steady job. Not, that is, until Jenna's mom meets "Wayne Weston, W AKY's
Wacky Weatherman" and begins to make some of his special costumes. Jennarealizes
that her mom may remarry, and she must prevent it. Thanksgiving Eve, the evening of
a big storm that even Wayne hadn't predicted, takes the whole family by surprise and
changes not only their lives, but those of their neighbors.
Jenna is like most children from broken homes, wondering what went wrong and
trying to figure out how to put things back together just like they were. And like most
of these special children she slowly realizes that things will never be the same again. All
children must work out in their own minds how to cope with the changes in their lives,
and this book relates, with warmth, a very serious situation.
-Vicky M. Turner

A
4+
Fict

Bunting, Eve. Is Anybody There? J.B.Lippincott, 1988. ISBN 0-397-32302-4. $12.89.170
pp.
Eve Bunting has been writing spell-binding stories [or a long time now, and this
book is no exception. From the beginning, the reader realizes that something chilling is
going to happen to latchkey kid Marcus Mullen. For several days, he has had the feeling
that someone or something is watching him. One day, the key to his house is not where
he has always put it. Then things begin to disappear from the house: peanut butter,
flashlights, sleeping bags, meat loaf. He doesn't trust the renter upstairs, but doesn't
know how to tell his mom about what he suspects.
This book is no trouble to read, in fact it keeps the reader from mowing the lawn,
doing the dishes, maybe even dinner.
-Vicky M. Turner
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Carson, Mary Stetten. The Scientific Kid Projects, Experiments and Adventures. Harper and
Row, 1988. ISBN 0-060-96316-6. $9.95. 36 pp.
This is a pleasant science activities book that has the unique feature of presenting
scientific activities in a straight forward, almost picture-book format (almost, meaning
the simple, but clear directions, not the reading). The amount of reading is minimal, but
requires the skill of an older child or an adult. It is a book to be used for, or with young
children, but probably not by them. Any parent, sitter, or pre-school/elementary teacher
could use this book to guide children through a number of science process-skills
activities. All instructions are complete in nine steps, on a single page. The full page
pictures of children doing the activities, make the written steps even more clear and add
an element of friendly encouragement.
The activities included can be found in any number of "hands-on" science books,
but these illustrated directions are so appealing that more people should find the courage
to try them.
-Allen Jensen

A
K-3
Nonfict
PB

Chambers,Aidan. A Haunt of Ghosts. Harper and Row, 1987. ISBN 0-060-21207-1. $12.89.
177 pp.
Aidan Chambers has combined several of his stories with the work of five other
British authors in this collection of ghost stories. Each story has a British setting with
protagonists who are almost all younger than sixteen. The ghosts who appear range from
comical to mysterious and horrifying. Such a Sweet Little Girl by Lance Salway tells
the chilling story of little Julie Bennett, who, with the help of the ghost in her room,
punishes her older brother. If She Bends. She Breaks by John Gordon is an ethereal
account of a childhood experience with winter and ice. Particularly interesting is Mr.
Chambers' adaptation of a nineteenth-century ghost story which could be used as an
introduction to Sherlock Holmes.
My personal favorite is Jan Mark's Absalom. Absalom, which states in its first
sentence, "Long hair can be dangerous." This comical story describes the struggle of an
artistic hippie with the supernatural world.
Despite the variety of styles and plots provided by the six authors, I found the book
to be somewhat uneven in its quality. Though many of the stories were well written, I
found myself occasionally struggling with awkward characterizations and material that
just didn't seem interesting. But as a whole, A Haunt of Ghosts is light and enjoyable
reading . I should add. that it was eagerly read by both a twelve and fourteen-year-old,
who shared none of my complaints.
-Rebecca Thomas
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Fict

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol10/iss1/3

4

Turner et al.: Book Reviews

8 BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY
B
7
Fict

Colman, Hilla. The Double LiJe oj Angela Jones. New York: Morrow Junior Books, 1988.
ISBN 0-688-06781-6. $11.95. 156 pp.
The Double Life oj Angela Jones, a story with a moral, depicts the conflicts of a
young girl rai sed in New York's inner city who battles with issues of money and class.
Angela has grown up in the ghettos of New York and is proud of it. She doesn't care that
she has no money, or so she says. She and her best friend hope to finish high school and
they start working in her father's delicatessen . But one day, everything changes for
Angela. She is a very bright student and has the opportunity to attend Mt. Pleasant prepsc hool on a scholarship. Her father drags her to the interview and finally, Angela
consents to ·attend for one semester. Unfortunately, she ends up with Gabriella as her
roommate, a rich girl from Long Island. At first things are very testy between them, but
Angela soon learns that Gabriella has the same fears, feelings, frustrations, and hopes as
she does. Angela's double life begins one day when she is taking Gabriella's Porsche
to the gas station. There she meets Andy and they begin dating; however, Andy thinks
Angela is the owner of the car. She doesn't know if Andy likes her or her rich appearance.
Finally when Andy makes asurprise visit to New York, Angela is forced to reveal her
true background.
This book is good because it shows that rich or poor, people share much in common.
It shows how trivial it is to be caught up in issues of money and class distinction. It is
well written, but not superbly written. The plot I felt was a little contrived. There are
some suggestions of sex when Angela's best friend experiences it, but nothing explicit.
There is no foul language. It was a good story.
- Melanie Dodge

B
K-3
Fict
PB

Cresswell, Helen. Trouble. E. P. Dutton, 1987. ISBN 0-525-44396-7. $10.95. Unpaginated.
It's really too bad when anormallittle girl like Emma has to be constantly compared
to a dog who is "good as gold" by her practically perfect mother. But when "Grandma
comes to stay," Emma gets a slightly different picture of Mother's childhood and all's
well that ends with a friend like Grandma.
Cresswell's sl y sense of the comic seems able to encompass all ages and this picture
book is no exception, although the pictures are extremely casual and look as though one
of the readers could have drawn them.
-Janet Francis

A
4-6
Fict

Dahl, Roald. Matilda. Viking Kestrel, 1988. ISBN 0-670-82439-9. $13.95. 240 pp.
Children will love the six-year-old heroine because she is a genius and can outwit
all the mean and dishonest adults that are the villains in Roald Dahl's story of Matilda .
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Matilda teaches herself to read at three, finishes all the juvenile books in the library and
moves into adult classics at four-and-a-half. Gaining wisdom as well as knowledge,
Matilda decides to right the world's wrongs by saving her first grade teacher from the
villainous head mistress, Miss Trunchbull. Using the "power" of her brain, she gets
Trunchbull to leave the school. When her dishonest family are run out of town, Matilda
gets their permission to live "happily ever after" with her first grade teacher (Miss
Honey).
Dahl's characters are painted in exaggerated extremes. Matilda is intelligent, kind,
friendly, and wise - like an adult who had lived through a great deal and learned
compassion and understanding.
Miss Trunchbull, the head mistress, is impossibly vile. Her "obstinate chin, cruel
mouth, and small arrogant eyes" tell us she is ugly looking. Her crude language - "You
stupid little slug! You witless weed! You stupid glob of glue!" - tells us she hates
everyone, especially children. The reader applauds Matilda when she succeeds in
reducing this monstrous mountain of cruelty into a gasping, fearful woman who faints
dead away.
I find Dahl' s bad characters crude and ugly, especially in the way they talk, butthere
is a tremendous amount of energy that explodes through his stories which is due, in part,
to the ugly vitality of his villains. In this story, Matilda's brain power has the same
crackling force, and with it she prevails over evil. Dahl's description of the force of
channeled intelligence is enough to make a reader want to see if he, too, can make objects
move by willing them to do so.
lf readers like Dahl's energetic ugliness, and triumphs of good over evil in its raw
form, this book should be one you will enjoy.
-Lillian Heil
Dickinson, Peter. Eva. Delacorte Press, 1989. ISBN 0-385-29702-5. $14.95 . 219 pp.
Somewhere in the future, Eva regains consciousness, after 238 days, to learn that
she was in a car accident that left her in an irreversible coma. To save her life, her soul
has been put into the body of a chimp. Of course, Dickinson does not use that word; he
talks about reprogramming her neuron memory into the body of Kelly the chimp.
Dickinson, like it or not, having a classical education was rigorously trained in
formal logic which he pursues relentlessly. Morality is the study of consequences, and
Dickinson, the logician, explores these consequences in all of his books. It is not
entertaining to be confronted with the issues of animal rights. Dickinson did not invent
this, or any of the other unpleasant issues in this book; he is merely exploring the
consequences of choices we have already made and which are now operational in our
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*

8+
Fict

6

Turner et al.: Book Reviews

10 BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY
world. He is working through the ecological/environmental/social questions of man,
the most endangered species.
In the end of this book, the humans just give up and stop trying to solve their
problems and start the mindless slide toward oblivion. One has the feeling that Eva's
man-mind input into this little colony of chimps means that they are not going to follow
suit; that if man goes, the chimps may evolve into an intelligent form of life. Literature
allows us to vicariously explore our frailties and foibles.
Most ofthose with whom I have talked, who have read this book, did not like it. Eva,
leading the escape-to-the-wild of the Chimp Research pool, is troubling; yet it is
scarcely possible for Eva to marry your son and live happily-ever-after. This book is
haunted by the specter of Genesis 6: 12. What I consistently find is that those who did
not like it did not pick up on the dream sequences in the opening pages ofthe book. There
is nothing that happens to Eva that she has not foreseen. She makes logical choices in
the frame of her dream-future. I do not choose to live in Fat City without choice and
without price. Eva helps us to examine that choice. She understands that frustration.
She helps us to examine the moral consequences of choices already in operation in our
world. Each of us has, built into our neuron memory, a dream-future which we can heed
or ignore. I treasure this book for its ability to strengthen my resolve.
-Thomas Kent Hinckley
A8+
Fict

Dunlop, Beverley. The Poetry Girl. Houghton Mifflin Company, 1989. ISBN 0-395-496799. $13.95. 208 pp.
This novel is set in New Zealand in the years immediately following World War
II. Natalia is the daugher of a New Zealander mother and an immigrant Russian father.
She is struggling with many problems which include being held back in school for two
years, her parent's constant quarrels, and a personality that makes it very difficult to
make new friends . To top it all off, her father attempts suicide, and Natalia considers
that option herself when she learns that the young man she has a crush on is engaged to
be married, and her school master keeps telling her how dumb she is. Natalia has
developed a way to escape from the things that she doesn't want to face. She recites
poetry to herself. She has memorized many of the great works of poetry so that she can
call upon them at any time to relieve the stress of her life. Finally, though, Natalia must
learn that she can't run away from everything through poetry. She must face up to some
of the crises that she meets in her lifetime.
The setting of the novel and the descriptions of traditions, systems and climate in
New Zealand are very informative. The writing styleofthe author is very clear and easy
to follow as well.
-Christy Smith
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Forest, Heather. The Baker's Dozen. Harcourt, Brace & Jovanovich, 1988. ISBN 0-15200412-2. $13.95. Unpaginated.
If you're like this reviewer, you knew that a baker's dozen meant 13, but I had never
heard any stories behind the bakers' practice of making 12 into a generous 13. Heather
Forest retells a colonial American tale about Van Amsterdam, the upstate New York
baker, whose skill at baking began to take second place to his desire for more and more
money.
The magical spell of an old woman finally brings Van Amsterdam to his senses and
the humbled baker proves his change of heart by giving the woman a 13-cookie-dozen
the next time she comes to his store. The "baker's dozen" spread to other bakeries when
people began flocking back to Van Amsterdam's store. Thus the custom of 13 as a
"baker's dozen" began.
The author notes that a Dutch baker did indeed live in Albany in 1655 and his name
was Valckert Jan Pietersen Van Amsterdam. S he adds that in many bakeries of America
a dozen still means thirteen.
Forest's straight forward re-telling of an old story is enhanced by Susan Gaver's
bold and somewhat stylized pictures of the baker and his mouth watering cakes, pies,
and, especially his special Christmas cookies. This is an American tale well worth remembering.
-Lillian Heil

A
all ages
Fict
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Gorman, Carol. Pornography. Franklin Watts, 1988. ISBN 0-531-10591-1. $12.90. 144
pp.
Pornography by Carol Gorman has some real valu~ as it traces the history of
pornography (derived from the Greek word meaning "to describe prostitutes and their
trade"). It treats the Constitution and its protection of individual rights, the landmark
cases like Regina v. Hicklin, 1868, that declared material obscene that tended to
"deprave and corrupt the minds of those readers who were open to immoral influences;"
to US v. Kennerly, 1913, which pointed out that the treatment of sex shouldn't be reduced
to the standard of a child's library; to US v. One Book Entitled Ulysses, 1933, which
brought in author intent and judgment of the work; to US v. Roth, 1957, and statements
about "appeal to prurient interests;" to Miller V. California and lines like "utterly without
redeeming social values" and "prevailing values and attitudes of the community."
This book points out the controversy that occurs when most people oppose pornography but can't agree on exactly what it is, or if or how anything can be done about it.
The definition given by the Human Rights Commission focuses on the matter of sex discrimination with the explicit subordination of women. It then becomes a feminist issue.

B+
7+
Nonfict
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The book also points out the complications for a bookseller, movie theater operator,
or museum director to adjust to everyone's rights and demands. The stories of boycotts
like those of 7 -Eleven against P /ayboy are told. Various claims of the harm pornography
can do, like the claim of its relationship to violence, are presented - as well as claims
that this relationship does not exist. There is both support for and questioning of the
evidence for such things as pornography causing rape.
Kiddie porn is treated as the most alarming development with the suspicion of as
many as a million children involved, a big business of organized crime.
The book concludes with material about our ambivalence in being alarmed about
the pornography but supporting our rights to print, buy, and read it. It's a question about
morality, sexuality, and our rights. I find it a fairly valuable book for a library. It gives
lots of information and doesn't simplify the issues.
-Elizabeth Wahlquist

A
all age~
Fict

Grossman, Bill. Donna O'Neeshuck Was Chased By Some Cows. Harper and Row, 1988.
ISBN 0-060-22159-3. $12.95. Unpaginated.
Bill Grossman's Donna O'Neeshuck Was Chased By Some Cows is an amusing
picture book about a girl who is chased by everybody she meets. This rhymed story
builds in suspense as the crowd of chasers increases and neither the reader nor Donna
know why . By page 23, Donna is too tired to run further so she turns and asks the mob
behind her what they want.
The answer is a surprise to many readers who have been so busy also wondering
why, that they haven't read the clue given on every page. If you're one of those readers,
you'll go back and wonder why you never saw the clues before.
The rhymed story, at first, has a run-and-stop rhythm that increases in speed as
Donna's breathless dash around town gets more and more frantic.
"They chased her up highways
They chased her down alleys
They chased her for hours
Through bushes and flowersAround and around and around."
The rhythm comes to an abrupt haIt. when she finally stops to face her pursuers.
"And she turned and stood facing
Those folks who were chasing
And said to them, 'What do you want?'"
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The rhythmic strength of the story is augmented by Truesdells' whimsical illustrations showing the chasers as they are led, in tum, by a portly policeman, a striped cat,
a dozen determined buffalo, and a wild-eyed moose. The screeching-halt-picture would
do justice to the fastest stop I've seen horses do in the show ring.
Grossman and Truesdell have created an enjoyable story with a most satisfying
conclusion. Read it to see why the whole community was chasing Donna O'Neeshuck.
-Lillian Heil
Henkes, Kevin. Jessica. Greenwillow, 1989. ISBN 0-688-07829-X. $11.95. Unpaginated.
Ruthie is never alone; her best but invisible friend Jessica is always at her side.
When her parents point out that Jessica doesn't exist, Ruthie ignores them. Even when
they insist Jessica must stay home on the first day of school, Ruthie invites her imaginary
friend,on the walk to the classroom. The teacher instructs the children to make pairs and
hold hands for a walk to the lavatory, and a girl asks Ruthie to be partners when she
already has Jessica. Before Ruthie answers, the girl introduces herself: "My name is
Jessica." The last page reads: "Ruthie Simms didn't have a dog. She didn't have a cat,
or a brother, or a sister. But Jessica was even better."
Henkes captures the five-year-old heart with both text and art, but largely with
imaginative layout. Type size changes when the parents speak. Beyond the normal text,
Ruthie whispers to Jessica in thin, hand-printed asides. The pictures and text wander in
places, ambling about as do the minds and feetofthe young. Altogether,]essica is clever
telling and pleasant reading.
-James S. Jacobs

A
K-3
Fict

Hudson, Jan. Sweetgrass. Philomel Books, 1989. ISBN 0-399-21721-5. $13.95. 159 pp.
Sweetgrass is a Blackfoot Indian girl living in northern Montana/southern Alberta,
Canada during the early part of the 19th Century. At fifteen, and the oldest not-married
girl in her tribe, she longs to become the wife of Eagle-Sun, her childhood friend. Shabby
Bull, her father, doesn't believe that his favorite daughter is old enough nor strong
enough to leave home and be married and has not even expressed any desire to talk about
the possibility. In the dead of winter, when most of the stored food has been depleted,
Sweetgrass, Almost-Mother, (Sweetgrass's step mother), Otter (her 12 year-old stepbrother), Little Brother (2 years old), and the baby (a little step-sister) are left alone while
Shabby Bull (Sweetgrass's father) leaves their tepee in search of food. Within a short
time, all of the members of the family, except for Sweetgrass, comedown with smallpox.
As the days go by, she alone is left to struggle with the cold of winter, the lack of food,

A
7+
Fict
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and the agony and death of smallpox . Her ability to endure and the hard work she must
do finally persuades her father that she is a mature young woman, ready for marriage.
Based on written records of the Blackfoot Indians during the winter of 1837/1838,
this is an interesting first novel for Jan Hudson. Already the recipient of the Canadian
Library Association Book of the Year Award, and the Canada Council Children's
Literature Prize, this is a sensitive look at the lives of the American Indians as the white
man is beginning to invade their lands. Hudson has done extensive research (a two page
bibliography is included at the end) and the insight the reader gains into the everyday
life of the Blackfoot is impress ive. Their customs and traditions are explained in simple
language and we actuaIly feel that we are a part of these people. Partly because the book
is written in first person, with Sweetgrass as the narrator, the reader will not only gain
a wealth of information, but wiIl also experience the feelir.gs and thoughts of these
young people of our American History.
-Helen Hoopes
A
1-3
Fict

Ichikawa, Satomi. Nora's Stars. Philomc1 Books, 1989. ISBN 0-399-21616-2. $13.95.
Unpaginated.
When Nora takes her dog Kiki, her doll Maggie. and Teddy, the stuffed bear, to visit
her grandmother, she embarks on her latest adventure since Nora's Castle. After
enjoying her grandmother's beautiful house and garden, she finds a surprise in the toy
trunk. As the stars come out at night, the toys become alive and begin to dance outside.
Nora and the toys run outside, and at Nora's request, the doIls pull down the stars from
the sky one by one to decorate her bedcover, which Nora then wears as a royal cape.
Together they play with the stars in Nora's room until Nora, seeing the sad, darkened
sky, returns the stars to their proper place.
Nora's choice, to give up her stars so that others can enjoy them, provides a lesson
which should give young readers something to think about. Although the adventure of
"toys-made-alive" is a common theme, Ichikawa's illustrations are wondrous and mystical and Nora is an appealing and likable heroine.
-Valerie Holladay

A
Pre-2
Fict
PB

Isami,Ikuyo. The Fox·sEgg. Carolrhoda Books, Inc., 1989. ISBNO-876-14339-7. $12.95.
40 pp.
This is a serious fairy-tale on "bonding." The words are light-hearted; the story is
multi-leveled; and the illustrations are intense, dynamic, and essential.
Translated from the Japanese, the tale gives a whiff of oriental charm - an
unexamined time-gap; a fox "pecking" bird-like at a badger; and petals and leaves
falling in benediction. There is a muted Disney-like realism.
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Rarely do illustrations (here, by the author), even in children's books, so thrust the
dynamics forward and adjust the tonal overlay of the story, as in The Fox's Egg. The
dynamics pulse with tension and its resolution. The fox ftrst salivates in immediate
anticipation, then postpones the egg's consumption in favor of the tastier chick, at
incubation's climax. In the hectic interim, the fox finds himself fending off predations
from the wily and the confident, his investment increasing at each defensive encounter.
The responses at his chick's ftnally hatching contain unexpected elements.
The story could be understood in its delicate detail without the aid of words. Body
stance and facial expressions-especially the eyes, tell the tale with dramatic intensity.
The weasel's eyes glow calculatingly as he sifts theft's tactics. Indignantly he reports
his failure to a thoroughly conftdent badger. Fox tensely awaits Badger's tripping of the
trap Fox had laid for him. As Fox's stake in his egg's safety grows, he finds the extension
to the new chick confusing and confounding.
Children and adults alike may ftnd a mutual base for inquiry into charactermotivation and action, as the fates of Fox and Egg/Chick become intertwined in this
politely vigorous and contemplative story.
-lanetLow
Jabar, Cynthia. Party Day. Little, Brown & Company, 1987. ISBN 0-316-43456-6. $11.95.

22pp.

Preparations for a bunny rabbit birthday party are the vehicle for presenting
numbers one through ten in the author/artist's first book for children. Readers count
birthday cakes, wagons, horns, balloons, hats, candles, ice cream cones, skates, ptesents,
and stars.
Artistically pleasant to browse through, the pictures are watercolors in muted pastel
shades - not bright and eye-catching, but quietly and sensitively rendered. The objects
to be counted are often difficult to distinguish. Nine presents almost blend together
because the lines around them are so softly drawn. Counting ten stars on a page ~ith 32
total stars also might cause confusion for children. The book is not exciting enough in
itself to retain the interest of young children through several readings. The pages are of
durable quality and the binding is reinforced.
-Cheryl K. Acton

Jones, Carol. Old MacDonald Had a Farm. Houghton Mifflin, 1989. ISBN 0-395-49212-2.
$10.95. Unpaginatcd.
Let's hear the old song one more time. Tliis time it's Old MacDonald and his farm,
lovingly detailed with MacDonald looking a lot like a leaner Santa and with all the
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animals smiling. Ailernate pages with peek-holes seem somewhat purposeless as the
bits of animals showing through are too clear to be a real puzzle. The music is not
included.
-Janet Francis
NR

K-3

Poetry
PB

Katz, Bobbi. Poemsfor Small Friends. Random, 1989. ISBN 0-394-81945-4. $6.99. Unpaginated.
In Poems for Small Friends, Katz's boring rhymes are matched by Fuji Kawa's
smiling look-a-like children. All these friends have the same round face, smile, buttonnose, and round eyes. The only differences are the color of face and hair. There's one
blond, one red head, one black head, and one fuzzy-haired, brown-skinned child.
The poems all have a kind of deadly sing-song rhythm. A variation would be
welcome, but when it comes, it's not in an appropriate place. A dancer would have a hard
time dancing to the rhythm of the "Dancing Girl" though that seems to be the author's
intent.
"Sometimes I'm so happy
that my bones sort of sing.
Next my feet spin and spring.
soon my arms start to swing."
The author evidently does not know that a change of beat has to be carefully planned
to work. In this case, the change stops the reader short on "spin and spring" when the
meaning of those words seem to invite a flurry of rhythmic movement rather than an
abrupt halt.
The every day incidents used as subject matter - dancing, dressing up, pets, toys,
and trees - could make good poetry for young children, but the hackneyed phrases and
condescending tone ("dandy costumes; what's more fun, do you suppose; Dogs are
buddies, Dogs are sweet; Ready to cuddle, Ready to play; The wind is a taste of the sky
my young friend, that I gave to a child of the land") are enough to put the adult reader
and the child listener to sleep. Playing has to be more exciting and genuine than is
described in these poem s.
"Leaving Home," about a child who is going to run away when his parents have a
new baby, is the only one that has a bit of an authentic child's voice in it.
The cutesy illustrations and pedestrian rhymes do not do justice to the feelings and
joys of young children. They do love rhymes and rhythmic language, but parents need
to find books as well doneasPrelutsky'sReadAloudRhymesfor the Very Young, or some
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of Marc Brown's Fingerplays and not waste their money on a book as poorly done as this
one.
-Lillian Heil
Kline,Suzy. Herbie lones and the Class Gift. G.P.Putnam'sSons, 1987. ISBNO-399-214526. $11.95. 94 pp.
Herbie and Ray are a little ornery and cantankerous and don't agree with Annabelle
and her dictatorial suggestion for the end-of-the-year teacher's gift. To make matters
worse, they get stuck with the job of picking up the gift. They drop and break the gift
and then try to substitute a cheap imitation. They go to church for help out of this mess!
All turns out well, thanks to Annabelle, but she enjoys letting them squirm through the
whole ordeal. This fast-moving, true-to-life story is easy for juveniles to identify with.
Kline's style gives the narrative and dialogue realism and humor. This book would be
fun to give as a book talk or to read aloud as a discussion starter to resolve classroom
problems.
-Judy Morris

A
4-7
Fict

Kroll, Steven. The Hokey-Pokey Man. Illustrated by Deborah Kogan Ray. Holiday House,
1989. ISBN 0-723-40728-4. $14.95. Unpaginated.
In the summer of 1904, Ben and Sarah, and a number of relatives fresh from Europe,
live within a tiny apartment in New York City. The two children sometimes buy ice
cream (hokey-pokey) from Joe who sells it in paper cups out of a cart. One day he tells
them about his pastry-making cousin in St. Louis who fashioned a pastry cone for
holding a ball of ice cream . Joe hopes to be the first in New York with the idea and asks
them not to mention this to anyone. Alas, they do. After everything settles, the end turns
out well.
An author's note identifies The International Association of Ice Cream Manufacturers as the source for this version of the ice cream cone, yet acknowledges that others
have different stories about its origin. "Who really gets the credit is anybody's guess."
But the smoothly told events, the drama of a broken promise and the trouble it causes,
the satisfying resolution, and the vigorous art justifiably give credit to Kroll and Ray.
-James S. Jacobs

A
K-3
Fict
PB

Lasky, Kathryn. The Bone Wars. Morrow Jr. Books, 1988. ISBN 0-688-07433-2. $12.95.
378 pp.
This book starts out very violently, with a young boy hiding under the bed, and
although he is uncertain of exactly what is happening, he later learns that his mother had

C+
7+
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been violently murdered. This is a poor beginning to what turns out to be a very good
book on the Custer Indian troubles, and the early dinosaur explorations into the western
United States. Although the murder is used to explain the boy's need to be alone and is
related to his ability to track (not only Indians, but also dinosaur bones), I really would
have preferred that this part had been left out, or at least not have been so graphically
portrayed.
The book goes on to tell the story of a young boy growing up, proving his ability,
and realizing his worth. It also includes some detail of Custer's inability to handle the
Indians, and portrays the Indians' frustrations as the white man takes over their territory
by building homes, and searching for gold and dinosaur bones. It seems to also give a
realistic account of the scholars who were fighting to be recognized as "dinosaur
experts," and makes one realize that scholars are not always gentle, truth-searching
individuals.
The book is well-written, exciting, and informative.
-Vicky Turner
B
5-7
Nonfict

Mango, Karin N. Codes. Ciphers and Other Secrets. Franklin Watts, 1988. ISBN 0-53110575-X. $10.50. 93 pp.
This is a fun book that is partly about constructing ciphers and partly about breaking
ciphers. In addition, there are recipes for invisible ink and a discussion of the more
common codes such as Morse and Semaphore. This is a good entry-level book with a
number of historical ciphers and some historical examples.
There are other cipher books that are more complete, but being more detailed, they
are far more complicated. Some of these other cipher books are included in a list of
"Further Readings" at the end of the book. Still, for what this is, it is rather sketchy in
places.
-Thomas Kent Hinckley

A
Pre-3
Poetry
PB

Martin, Bill, Jr., Archambault, John. Listen to the Rain. Henry Holt and Co., 1988. ISBN 08050-0682-6. $13.95. Unpaginated.
"Listen to the rain, the whisper of the rainrrhe slow soft sprinkle, the drip-drop
tinklerrhe first wet whisper of the rain." From the delicate first whisper of rain to the
gnashing and crashing roar of the storm, the reader enjoys a full spectrum of sensations,
sounds, colors, and images. Each picture is luminously rainbow-bright, and the
language is simple and melodic.
The words to Listen to the Rain are poetry, rather than prose, and will, perhaps, not
appeal to all readers. For best effect, the words should be read aloud. The illustrations
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border on the abstract and surreali stic , and may be too sophisticated for some young
readers. I found the book a delightful visual and sensory feast.
-Vallarie Holladay
Matas, Carol. Lisa's War . Charles Scribner's Sons, 1987. ISBN 0-684-19010-9. $12.95.111
pp.
As Lisa's War begins, twelve-year-old Lisa and her family (Stefan, her fourteenyear-old brother, her mother, and father) are awakened in Copenhagen, Denmark at6:00
a.m. by the buzzi ng of German planes. It is 1940, and Denmark has just surrendered (on
the same day as the invasion) to Germany. Stefan is furious and quickly joins the Danish
Resistance with Lisa soon following. They are a Jewish family, but Denmark was one
of the few nations which did all it could to protect their Jews. This novel tells of some
of the experiences these young people have as they do all within their power to resist the
Germans: bombing munitions plants, circulating flyers, killing informers, etc., and
eventually, helping with the mass evacuation of the Jews from Denmark.
The story is told in the first person present tense which is hard, at times, to follow.
The main character, Lisa, talks as if she were in the immediate present, butkeeps jumping
back into the past to fill in all the details you missed. (A little confusing at times.) Matas
does not use the present to go into any of the "gory" details, but rather uses the past tense
so the reader is spared the terrifying first-hand experiences. The book covers a time
period of approximately 3 years, and although the book ends on a positive note, we do
not real Iy wrap up the endings for most of the characters. Weare left with many questions
some of which are: What ever happened to Susanne, Lisa's best friend (a Gentile
resistance fighter)? What happens to Jesper (also a Gentile resistance fighter), Stefan's
best friend who is growing closer, every day, to Lisa? What became of Lisa's family:
her mother, father, and baby Sarah (the baby of a Jewish woman who was killed in the
hospital by a German gunner just before Sarah's birth)? What about cousin Erik (who
is sickened by the violence of the Resistance)? However, for such a short little book,
covering such a long time span, I learned quite a few things about the Danish Resistance
and how this country banded together to save their Jews.
--Helen Hoopes

B+
6-12
Fict

Paxton, Tom. Aesop' s Fables. Illustrated by Robert Rayevsky. Morrow Junior Books, 1988.
ISBN 0-688-07361-1. $12.88. 40 pp.
Tom Paxton has selected ten of Aesop's Fables and retold them in verse. The
musical lilt is catching. These should be read aloud for full enjoyment. Students already
acquainted with these tales will enjoy reading or hearing them in another form .

A
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The artist adds much to these verses. The illustrations are rich in humor, action, and
color. The vivid detail adds much to the verse. When the greedy old man kills the goose
that laid the golden eggs the tip of the knife is red with blood. The expressions on the
animals faces are very revealing.
-Catherine Bowles

A
6+
Fict

Pearson, Gayle. The Coming Home Cafe. Atheneum, Macmillan, 1988. ISBN 0-689-313381. $13.95. 200 pp.
Elizabeth, age 15,grows up quickly when she sets outon her own to help her family
make it through the Depression. When Vera (Elizabeth's best friend) and her family are
kicked out of their Chicago home, Elizabeth fears the same thing for her family and
decides that it is time to help. Meeting Eddie at the tracks seems to provide the perfect
opportunity to find work. After all, Eddie knows what he is doing. After failing in their
pursuits in Cleveland, Eddie and Elizabeth continue on to Pittsburgh hoping to find
something there. But, Lenora, a young black woman riding the same freight train, dispels
their hopes for any work in Pittsburgh. There is no work to be found anywhere and
Elizabeth learns what it is like to live a vagabond's life. The three arrive in Jacksonville
and make a home out of an old abandoned cafe. Elizabeth is, temporarily, able to find
ajob. When Eddie disappears, Elizabeth realizes that she is not able to keep up with this
life. She needs her family and cannot, yet, take the responsibility for an entire family.
Pearson's novel is one of courage and initiation. Using the Depression as a background, she is able to create a believable and memorable story. The reading is flowing,
easy, and enjoyable as the reader is carried through this young girl's attempts to deal with
maturation, prejudice, and financial burden. Most satisfying of all is the beautiful
friendship that develops between the three young people as they struggle and help each
other through various trials.
-Jill Farnsworth

C+
3+
Fict

Peck, Robert Newton. Soup On Fire . Delacorte Press, 1987. ISBN 0-385-29580-4. $13.95.
116 pp.
Rob and Soup-rarely out of trouble-are at it again. After being caught skinnydipping in the city's water tower, they move right into another scheme. They hear the
announcement that Hollywood Heartburn and his Hollywood crew will be scouting the
tiny Vermont town of Learning looking for new talent, and they will be bringing none
other than Fearless Ferguson. The whole town begins to dust off their old horns and
dancing shoes as they prepare for the big event. Or rather half the town does! The other
half is preparing for a visit from Bishop Zion Zeal and the Golden Prophets of Eternal
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Glory, who plan to cleanse the town from sin. Rob is caught right smack dab in the
middle of Soup's plan to not only win the talent contest, but also unite the divided town.
The story line bears a close resemblance to Soup On Ice, which in my estimation,
is the best Soup book to date.
-Vicky M. Turner
Phillips, Louis. Going Ape. Viking Kestrel, 1988. ISBN 0-670-81520-9. $10.95. 58 pp.
Going Ape doesn't quite live up to its promise, but occasionally it produces a mild
chuckle or a reluctant guffaw. A book of "Jokes From the Jungle," this is another
collection of riddles, knock-knocks, puns and other low forms of humor (as beloved by
every child old enough to read and quote). Many of these are past prime like:
Mark: I can't find my yakcost.
Annie: What's a yakcost?
Mark: Oh, about $200 a pound.
Others are just not very funny (Somehow, these always tickle 4th grade funnybones.):

B
3+
Nonfict

The Crocodile Sandwich Poem
Bread
Crocodile
Bread
Others might even provoke a smile from a more selective reader, since they contain
newer material:
There once was a hunter who was very fond of eating gnu meat for
supper. He would eat gnu soup, gnu stew, gnu omelets, gnu hash. As long
as it was gnu meat the old hunter was happy. One night, however, there
was no more gnu meat in the freezer and so his wife had to serve him a pie
filled with yak meat. "Is this old?" the hunter asked his wife as he took his
first bite. "Yes, but it's as good as gnu."
Reviewing joke books is an exercise in futility, anyway, since every book pusher
knows you can never have too many as long as they are readable, understandable, and
not covered with chocolate fingerprints!
-Janet Francis

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol10/iss1/3

18

Turner et al.: Book Reviews

22

BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY

A+
6-12
Fict

Roth-Hano,Renee. Touch Wood. Four Winds Press, 1988. ISBNO-277-7349-X. $15.95. 297
pp.
This book is based on the real-life experiences of the author, Renee Roth-Hano
when she was a little girl, living in the German occupied France of 1940-1944. It is
divided into five sections, each one representing a year's time. Roth-Hano has written
the entire book as if she were writing in a diary and most of the events are recorded as
she remembered they occurred. Of course, as she states in her preface, it has been many
years and there are "inevitable lapses and inaccuracies. But the essence of [her]
emotional memories has been captured, with its tragic, cruel, and tender moments." This
approach helps us see into Renee's heart and makes us feel what she felt.
The story is about Renee and her two younger sisters who live with their parents in
Paris. We watch as the Germans invade and take over the city. Slowly, the family hears
about the visits of the German soldiers (and even the Paris police) to the homes of their
friends and family, and the later disappearances of those same friends and family.
Finally, when they know that the police are in their own neighborhood, the parents make
arrangements to send the three girls to live with some Catholic nuns in the Normandy
country-side for their own protection. Jewish by birth and religion, the author tells of
the conflicts she feels as she must play the part of a practicing Catholic, a conflict that
seems to continue to this day. The relationship between Renee and her mother and father
(and with her sisters) is most engaging. At times, she misses her parents so much that
she can hardly endure the homesickness. At other times, she is mad at them because they
don't write-typical behavior for a 11-12 year old-never realizing that they, too, are
in hiding for their very lives. It is a very well-written account of a little-known aspect
ofWorId War II: the occupation of France. There are no gruesome details as everything
is told through the perception of Renee. I highly recommend this book.
--Helen Hoopes

*

Schwartz, David M. The Hidden Life of the Pond. Crown Publishers, 1988. ISBN 0-51757060-2. $12.95. Unpaginated.
Photographer Dwight Kuhn and author David Schwartz have produced an attractive
and informational book about the life in and around a pond. Kuhn's color photographs
are beautifully done, including those showing microscopic life.
Schwartz's text is clear and detailed, and makes the reader want to take another look
at the water strider whose feet have a velvety coating of waxy hairs and who can leap
6 inches into the air (for human equivalent that would be a leap 5 stories tall); or find the
water hydra that looks like an in-side-out umbrella that contracts into an unrecognizable
blob as soon as it sees you; or see the yellowish heart in the transparent body of the water

Pre-4
Nonfict
PB

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1989

19

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 10 [1989], Iss. 1, Art. 3

CHIlDREN'S BOOK REVIEW 23
fIea. These are only a few ofLhe plants and animals that Schwartz and Kuhn follow from
one spring season to the snow and ice of winter.
The variety of animals and plants that are supported by a small pond was a surprise.
Their beauty was an unexpected fringe benefit seen through the talented eye of a good
photographer. This exceIlent book wiIl help you not to overlook the educational
opportunities available in small ponds near your next camp site, or, if you live in a rural
area, perhaps near your home.
-Lillian Heil
Skurznyski, Gloria. The Minstrel in the Tower. Random House, 1988. ISBN 0-394-895983. $1.95. 63 pp.
In the year 1195, eleven-year-old Roger and hiseight-year-old sister Alice lost their
father to the Crusades. Their mother is now terribly iII, and the children travel the French
countryside in search of her long-lost brother, a wealthy baron.
This tale of sibling friendship and perseverance will capture any reader's attention.
The language and style are simple, but the story-line is so intriguing that the reader feels
as though he is experiencing this adventure himself. The end comes all too soon. The
pencil illustrations are good - full of detail and duly reflect one's imagination of the
Middle Ages. A perfect read-aloud book or lead-in for discussing family relations and
loyalty.
-So Celine Sharp

A
2-3
Fict

Wallace, Bill. Snot Stew. Holiday House, 1989. ISBN 0-823-40745-4. $12.95. 81 pp.
Without giving away the plot of the book, the story has nothing to do with snot, and
very lillIe to do with stew, so rest easy. The catchy title will, however, catch the interest
of many children, particularly boys. With this book, the author has proven, once again,
his ability to capture the reader as he delves into the feelings of two little kittens and their
ability to understand "people things," particularly the games played by the children
people of the household such as "Dress the Cat," "Pushie-Shove," "The Hit Game," and
the ever popular "Snot Stew", which goes like this:

B+
4+
Fict

"That's mine."
"It is not."
"It is too."
"Is not."
"Is too."
"Isnot!"
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"Istool"
"Snotl"
"Stool"

-Vicky M. Turner

A6-12
Fict

Westall,Robert. GhostAbbey. Scholastic Inc., 1988. ISBN 0-590-41692-8. $12.95. 169pp.
Maggi, at age 12, is having a difficult time trying to fill the place left in the family
when her mother died. There's the father who seems to have lost all hope and motivation,
and the twins, Boz and Gaz, who find solace in each other. Then comes the letter from
a friend of George Adams, Maggi's father, asking that he accept the position of foreman
to "do up" a stately home in Cheshire. He accepts and the family travels to their new
home. There, they meet the lady who owns the home, Ms. MacFarlane, and the house
itself which has the reputation of being an old, medieval Abbey. Maggi hears voices and
bells ringing and sees things happen that actually happened hundreds of years before.
Was the old house formerly an Abbey? Can Maggi find the proof needed in time to
receive the additional money Ms. MacFarlane needs to carry on the work of the
restoration-allowing the Adams family to remain in Cheshire? Would Dad and Ms.
MacFarlane have the time to develop their growing interest in each other into something
deeper and wonderful? Will Maggi and her family have to return to their old home and
the conniving Mrs. Streeton?
This book is quite well-written, although the young American reader may have
some difficulty with the idioms of England. ("I never twigged she were a cracker like
that..." meaning "I never would have guessed that she could be such a knockout
[beautiful-a looker]." They don't"peel" potatoes, they "scrape" them. A "tin" of beans
is a "can" of beans. "Pocket money" means an "allowance.") There are also some
difficult passages when the father is speaking and Westall uses a regional English dialect
that is very hard to read with any rapidity. The book does have some nice touches,
though, in the relationship between Maggi and her Dad. Not a bad way to spend an
afternoon - reading about the Ghost Abbey.
-Helen Hoopes

*

Westall,Robert. Urn Burial. GreenwillowBooks, 1987. ISBN 9-688-07595-9. $11.95. 170
pp.
In an age when much of sci-fi has gone to mech-tec-sex and recrudescent savagery,
a compelling story written with skill and intelligence is a find and well-worth sharing.
It is no wonder that Westall has twice won the Carnegie Medal for Children 's literature.
Ralph is a young shepherd living in present day Scotland. He has gone up to the high
hills to Fiend's Fell to make the annual check of the black-faced Herdwick sheep. He
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notices that some stones have fallen from a cairn which is an essential landmark during
a storm. As he goes to put the stones back, he finds a bit of strange metal sticking out
of the top. Then he unbuild s ... there is an urn-shaped coffin with a glass dome ...but it is
not a man under a fur rug, it is a 6 foot cat. Ralph puts on the battered war helmet and,
with sight and sound, relives the last battle in which Prepoc, the cat, was killed. As the
story-tempo quickens, Ralph is captured by odious space-going dog-creatures of
superior intelligence. And then he is recaptured by self-sacrificing cat-creatures of
transcendental wisdom and beauty who are trying to protect the "apes" (man) from their
own stupidity. Like all other sci-fi this book has love, stupidity, meglomania and greed,
but unlike the rest, thi s is a responsible story in which a series of apocalyptic linkages
provide a platform from which to examine the weaknesses of human motivation.
After the cat/dog baltle over the planet Earth, Ralph says to Theloc, the cat-leader:
"Apes are mad . Apes kill apes. Whydon'tyou stop them? Youknow
you could do it. .."
"Oh, yes, we could do it," said Theloc. "We have a chemical. If we
release it into your atmosphere, in three days all apes would become as
harm less as sheep."
"Why don't you then?"
" ... There is not a world in all the universe where sheep have achieved
anything. Sheep ... remain ... sheep. Apes may yet have something to give
to the Universe."
Ralph is given three gifts by the space-cats, the third of which, like lightening, is
illuminating and power charged.
And then one re-reads the dedication, "For all the higher mammals that trusted man
and got betrayed ."
-Thomas Kent Hinckley
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